ally, however, it happens, that blows on this organ, which may perhaps have occasioned but slight external injury, are followed by symptoms indicative of inflammation of the brain or its investing membranes. This arises from the connection between the septum of the nose and that portion of the floor of the skull formed by the cribriform plate of the ethmoid bone.
A blow on the nose may force up the septum, and fracture this delicate plate of bone. The possibility of such an occurrence is alluded to by most systematic writers on surgery, but is usually spoken of rather as an accident which might happen, than as one which is likely to be met with in practice. Within the last few months, four cases of injury of the face, with fracture of the nasal bones, have been admitted into the Middlesex Hospital. Three of these cases have terminated fatally, from inflammation of the membranes of the brain; and in all three there was found fracture of the cribriform plate of the ethmoid.
In two of these fatal cases, the visible injury done to the nose was so trifling, that fracture of the ossa nasi was not suspected during life. The danger in these cases is not to be estimated by the amount of external injury. It is dependent, not on the degree of force producing the injury, but on the direction in in which that force is applied. The nose may be completely [ On cutting into the brain, which was rather less firm than natural, pinkish in color, and very vascular, the lymph was found to dip in between the convolutions. A small portion of the substance of the brain at the posterior part of the right hemisphere, the point opposite to the wound on the left brow, was bruised and infiltrated with blood. The ventricles were filled with a considerable quantity of yellowish serum, containing numerous floating flocculi. The lining membrane of the ventricles was much injected. On removing the brain, a large quantity df sero-purulent fluid was found in the base of the skull. The medulla oblongata was very soft. There was a slight effusion of blood over the whole of the inferior surface of the left hemisphere. Puriform lymph thickly covered the whole of the inferior surface of the cerebellum, and was slightly spread over its superior surface. On removing the dura mater, there was found fracture of the cribriform plate of the ethmoid, and of the adjoining parts of the frontal bone. The fracture extended backwards through the anterior part of the sphenoid to its body. On reflecting the skin covering the root of the nose, the ossa nasi were found broken across at the upper part; and on pushing the nose upwards, the movement was communicated through the septum to the fractured cribriform plate. There was extensive emphysema of both lungs; the other viscera were healthy.
